
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Now when all the people were baptized, 
 and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,  

the heavens were opened,  

 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form,  
like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,  

 ―You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.‖  
 —Luke 3:21-22 
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Welcome! 

——————————— 

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our worship 
service and Christian community. Please be sure to fill out the fellowship 
pad with your name and contact information when it is passed to you. 
This will help us serve you better. We promise to keep this information 
confidential and only use it for personal contact with you and your fam-
ily. Please join us in the fellowship hall in the lower level for coffee and 
refreshments after the service. Note: Since many of our families with 
small children sit near the back of the church, visitors may wish to sit 
closer to the front to avoid any possible distractions during the worship 
service. Parents with young children may take them to the nursery  which 
is equipped with a speaker so you may still hear the service. 

——————— 

If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to speak 
with the pastor or one of the elders. We would be glad to help you un-
derstand the biblical rationale for why we worship the way we do. In the 
narthex, we have a booklet available that provides an introduction to our 
church. You may also visit our website for other helpful information: 
www.redeemertraversecity.org. 

———— 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the culmination of our  
worship service. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized 
disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of Christ and His body, the 
Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor, you are ac-
knowledging to the elders of this local church that you are in covenant 
with God as an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is 
faithfully confessed, taught, and believed. You also acknowledge that you 
are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and 
that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Non-communing 
children are welcome to come forward with their parents and will be ac-
knowledged by the pastor. If you have any doubt about your participa-
tion, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before or after the 
service. Note: The inner ring of cups in each communion tray contains 
non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine. 
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Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude (Silent Preparation for Worship)  

——————————— 

Order of  Worship 
 

 Call to Worship         Hebrews 12:18, 22-23a, 28                     Pastor Dan Millward 

         
†Opening Hymn   #164  ―O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing‖ 
 
†Invocation                                                                                            Psalm 111:1-3 

 Pastor:    Praise the LORD!  
 People:  I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the  
  company of the upright, in the congregation.  
 Pastor:  Great are the works of the LORD,  
  studied by all who delight in them.  
 People:  Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his   
  righteousness endures forever.  
 Pastor:   Let us pray. 
     

†The Greeting                   2 Thessalonians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 Pastor:   Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son,   
                and the Holy Spirit. 
    People:  Amen. 
 

†Response (in song)   ―Gloria Patri‖ 
 Glory be to the Father,  
 and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
    as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
    world without end.  Amen, Amen.  
 

 Confession of Sin   #486  ―God, Be Merciful to Me‖                            vv. 1-4                     

 Declaration of Forgiveness                              Ephesians 2:4-5; Colossians 1:13-14 

Pastor: ―But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ.‖ ―He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, for the forgiveness of sins.‖  

†Hymn of Assurance   #455  ―And Can It Be That I Should Gain‖   vv. 1, 3, 4, & 5 
 

  Children’s Message                                                         Pastor Dan Millward 

  

  † =Congregation stands, (if able) 
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   Responsive Psalm   ―Psalm 23‖ 

1   The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2   He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
   He leads me beside still waters. 3He restores my soul. 
   He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

       Refrain 
 

4   Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

      Refrain 
 

 

5   You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
    you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
    and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

      Refrain 
 

 Prayers of  Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer             Elder Fred Weber 

 Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 

 Quarterly Benevolence Offering 
Please sign and pass the fellowship pads at this time.                                                            

†Doxology (in song)                  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
 praise him all creatures here below;  
 praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

†Sermon Text Reading   Luke 3:15-22                                              Bulletin p. 8 

 Pastor:   This is the Gospel of our Lord!  
 People: Thanks be to God!  
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  Sermon   ―The Most Important Introduction Ever Made‖ 

†Sermon Hymn   ―On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry‖                 Bulletin p. 10 

         (Please be seated after singing the hymn) 

 

Holy Communion 
 

  Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, are invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper. (Note about 
Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner ring contains non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   The Apostles’ Creed  
Pastor:   Do you believe in God? 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

  Pastor:    Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  Pastor:   Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration  
 Pastor    The Lord be with you.                                                                  Ruth 2:4

 People:  And also with you. 
 Pastor:   Lift up your hearts!                                                           Lamentations 3:41 
 People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
 Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                 Psalm 118:1 
 People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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 Pastor:  It is truly right to give thanks and praise to you, Father Almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. As we set apart these common elements of 
 bread and wine for holy use, we ask you to bless them and use them to 
 strengthen and edify your people. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
 made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory 
 in all the world.  Therefore, with angels and all the company of heaven, and 
 with the church on earth, we magnify your glorious Name, evermore praising 
 you and singing:     

 Sanctus                                                                                       Isaiah 6:3 

  Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

  Communion Hymns  ―Remembering with Love and Hope‖       Bulletin p. 11 

   ―Behold the Lamb‖                            Bulletin pp. 12-13 

  Prayer after Communion (unison) 
 We give thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your          
 table by granting us the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ.            
 Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send 
   us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the  
 power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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†Nunc Dimittis   (Now Dismiss Us)                                                        Luke 2:29-30 

†Benediction  

†Benediction Response   ―Three-fold Amen‖ 

 Postlude 

    

   

 

 

  [[[ 
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Sermon Notes 
 

Sermon Text :  Luke 3:15-22  (ESV) 
Sermon Title:  ―The Most Important Introduction Ever Made‖ 
 
 15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
 concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, 
 saying, ―I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the 
 strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the 
 Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
 floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
 unquenchable fire.‖  
  18 So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19 
 But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his 
 brother's wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to 
 them all, that he locked up John in prison.  
  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
 baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit 
 descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
 ―You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.‖  
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Notes 
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Sermon Hymn 

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s cry 
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Communion Hymn 

Remembering with Love and Hope 
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Communion Hymn 

Behold the Lamb 
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Prayer Requests 

FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT REDEEMER… 

Health / Healing 

¶ Ian Morrison -  home recovering from his surgery. 

¶ Evelyn Millward - Cancer has spread to her abdomen. 

 

FOR RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND OTHERS… 

Health/Healing 

¶ Jada Grace Riechart– just about finished with chemotherapy treatments. 

¶ Steve Zimmer –  Undergoing tests. 

Other Concerns         

¶ Sally Morrison, Bill’s mother,  passed away Thursday night.  

Our Country and Armed Forces 

¶ Men and women in the military and their families. 

¶ Our President, his advisors, and other national, state, and local leaders. 

Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches 

¶ Thorntons (Ukraine); Newsomes (RUF at MSU); Rowes (Taiwan) 
and all missionaries and their families throughout the world.  

 
                  FOR CHURCHES IN OUR PRESBYTERY…   

  

¶ Michiana Covenant, Granger, IN –Pray for the teachers of Michiana 
Covenant Academy, the 30+ families who send their children to our 
school, our campus ministry at Indiana University, and Pastor Wallace in 
his preaching, teaching and writing. 

¶ Trinity Presbyterian Church, DeMotte, IN –Pray for our ability to reach 
out & invite new people to become part of our church, and that  Pastor 
Van Eck will be able to conclude his DMin work this spring. 

¶ TE Paul Engle –Pray for  wise use of time over the coming months as I 
revise a worship course for my teaching at two schools. 
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                  Announcements         

 After Today’s Service… 
 - Please join us downstairs in the fellowship hall for our monthly Covered Dish     

        Lunch. 
     - If you would like the elders to pray for you, they are available after the  
       service in the Library (the small room next to the chancel). 
   
     

    Next Sunday,  February 5  
  Pastor Millward  continues in the Gospel of Luke. 
  The sermon text will be Luke 3:23-38. 

        Hymns:   #7   ―From All That Dwell below the Skies‖ 
  Insert  ―Speak, O Lord‖ 
  #301   ―Join All the Glorious Names‖ 
  #188   ―Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting‖ 
   
     
    Sunday School for all ages 9:00am. 
     

   Men’s Study Thursday’s at 7:30am.     

  Please pick up your Year end giving statement in the narthex.     

 Resources for your spiritual growth- the Daily Lectionary Readings,  
 Calendars, and Table Talk magazine for February are available in the narthex.   

    Saturday, March 24, 3:00pm - Christ in the Passover. This will be a  Passover 
service presented by the International Organization, Jews for Jesus, and will be  
followed by a Covered Dish Meal.  

  

   Serving Today: 
Communion Set Up: Kate Empie & Nate Empie 
Piano: Albert Jordan 
Sound Board: David Smith 

   Serving Next Sunday: 
Communion Set Up: Dennis & Joyce Weise 
Sunday School Nursery: Lindy Van Til 
Elder: David Schafer 
Reader: Fred Janke 
Sound Board: Ethan Van Til 



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Daniel Millward, Pastor .............................................................. 922-7270 
Bill Morrison .......................................................................................... 645-1214 
David Schafer ........................................................................................ 946-5501 
Fred Weber  ........................................................................................... 269-3646 
 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Forbes Husted ....................................................................................... 929-7291 
C. J. Weber ............................................................................................. 357-9553 
Dennis Weise ......................................................................................... 223-7483 

     
   

For you have not come to what may be touched,  
a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest. 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,  
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,  

and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,  
and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 

—Hebrews 12:18, 22-23a, 28 

  

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

402 W. Ninth Street, Traverse City, MI 49684 
(231) 946-1700 

www.redeemertraversecity.org 

Sunday School:  9:00am. 
Worship Service:  10:15am. 


