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For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom,
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach
to save those who believe.
—1 Corinthians 1:21

The Lord’s Service
September 18, 2009



Welcome!

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our wot-
ship service and Christian community. Please be sure to fill out the
fellowship pad with your name and contact information when it is
passed to you. This will help us serve you better. We promise to
keep this information confidential and only use it for personal con-
tact with you and your family. Please join us in the narthex for cof-
fee and refreshments after the service. Note: Since many of our
families with small children sit near the back of the church, visitors
may wish to sit closer to the front to avoid any possible distrac-
tions during the worship service. Any mothers who would like as-
sistance with young children may take them to the nursery during
the Hymn of Assurance and pick them up during the Offertory.

If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to
speak with the pastor or one of the elders. We would be glad to
help you understand the biblical rationale for why we worship the
way we do. In the narthex, we have a booklet available that pro-
vides an introduction to our church. You may also visit our website
for other helpful information: www.redeemertraversecity.org.

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the culmination
of our worship service. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those
who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of
Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine
with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the elders of this lo-
cal church that you are in covenant with God as an active member
of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed,
taught, and believed. You also acknowledge that you are a sinner,
without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you
are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Non-communing
children are welcome to come forward with their parents and will
be acknowledged by the pastor. If you have any doubt about your
participation, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before
or after the service. Note: The inner ring of cups in each commun-
ion tray contains non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine.
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Silent Preparation for Worship
Prelude

Order of Worship

Call to Worship Psalm 95:1-3 TE Dan Millward
+Opening Hymn  #115 “All Creatures of Our God and King” vv. 1-4
tInvocation Psalm 124:8

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: Let us pray.

+The Greeting
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

tResponse (in song¥115 “All Creatures of Our God and King” v.5
Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship Him in humbleness
O praise Him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise Him O praise Him.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Reading of the Law Matthew 22:37-40; Romans 3:23; Hebrews 4:13
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.
And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” . . . all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” ... “And no creature is
hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him
to whom we must give account.”

Confession of Sin Psalm 51:1-4, 10-12
Pastor: Since we cannot hide our sins, let us draw near with confidence to
the throne of grace to confess our sins so that we may receive mercy.

T=Congregation stands



All: Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness;
according to the greatness of Your compassion, blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin. For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever
before me. Against You, You only, | have sinned, and done what is
evil in Your sight. So that You are justified when You speak, and
blameless when You judge. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your
presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me
the joy of Your salvation, and sustain me with a willing spirit. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness Hebrews 4:14-15; 7:25
Pastor: “We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God . .. [He] has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin . . . Therefore, He is able to save forever those who draw near
to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for
them.” Do you believe that Jesus Christ, by His perfect life, sacrificial
death, and glorious resurrection, has atoned for your sins and satisfied the
wrath of God toward you?

People: We do.
Pastor: In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at
peace and know that your sins are forgiven.

+Hymn of Assurance #535 “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”
tPrayer for lllumination TE Walter Lorenz

Old Testament Reading TIsaiah 52:3-8
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:18-23 RE Doug James
Reader: This is the Gospel of our Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

+Sermon Text 1 Corinthians 1:18-21 Dr. R. Scott Clark
Sermon  “Stupidity, Sophistication, and Sovereignty ”

Prayers of Intercession (followed by the Lord’s Prayer) TE Walter Lorenz



Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or the
who have been approved by the Session, ma
Communion wine: the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings corataivhodo wing.

Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
Pastor: Do you believe in God?
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy *catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The word “catholic” means “universal.”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to You at all
times and in all places. O Lord, our Creator, Almighty and Everlasting
God! You created heaven and all its hosts and earth with all its plenty. You
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have given us life, and You preserve us by Your providence. You have
shown us the fullness of Your love in sending into the world Your Son,
Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation.
We now ask that You will take these common elements of bread and wine
and set them apart for holy use to strengthen and edify Your people. With
Your whole church on earth and with all the company of heaven we
worship and glorify You, God most holy, and we sing with joy:

Sanctus (in song)
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Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread

Communion Hymns “Come, Share the Lord”

Bulletin, p. 8
“As We Gather at Your Table” Bulletin, p. 9
“Behold the Lamb” Bulletin, pp. 10-11

Prayer after Communion (in unison)
We thank You, O God, that through Word and Sacrament, You have
given us Your Son who is the true bread from heaven and food of
eternal life. We ask that the gifts of Your grace would strengthen
and preserve us steadfast in the true faith now and forever. Amen.

tClosing Hymn  #72 “Amid the Fears That Oppress Our Day”
tBenediction

tBenediction Response “Three-fold Amen”



Points to Ponder

The Ordinary Means of Grace

The logic of Paul’s argument [in Romans 10:14-17] is compelling, but it
all hinges on the assumption that God has ordained to accomplish his
purposes in the world through the use of means, instruments, or agents. Paul
has already established (Rom. 4:3-8; 5:1-2; 8:1-8; 9 [all]) that only and all the
elect shall be saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. God’s
people come into possession of righteousness before God only through faith
in Christ, but how do they come to faith? Through hearing (akogthe gospel
preached. It is certain that the “hearing” of which Paul speaks is not a
mystical, immediate revelation because Paul speaks of this hearing in the
context of the external preaching of the gospel.

Just as God the Spirit uses the preached gospel to create true faith within
his elect, so too he also uses that which Augustine and Calvin called the
“visible word” (verbum visiblethe gospel, the sacraments to signify the
promise and to seal or certify it. As a sign, the sacrament illustrates visibly the
same thing the gospel promises; it declares to our eyes what that gospel
promises to all who believe. As a seal, it declares that what the gospel
promises generally is true in particular to this or that believer.

[...] As the Reformed churches understand Scripture, God promised to
justify and sanctify his people through the means he established to do so and
to which he has attached the promises of the gospel.

—R. Scott Clark, Recovering the Reformed Cariassizn



Communion Hymn 1

Come, Share the Lord
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Communion Hymn 2

As We Gather at Your Table
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3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er gueststo share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let ourhearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace wherethere is strife.
where tri-um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with  sa-cred sto - ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com - pas-sion to for-give as you for-gave;
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teach us throughthis ho - ly ban-quethow to make Love's vic-tory known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the sound-ing joy.
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Communion Hymn 3

Behold the Lamb
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The Session (Pastor and Elders)

Rev. Daniel Millward, PastOr .....cceceeevinieeeinieiiseeseeeeesesieeeens 922-7270
SEAN DOLAN vttt et aens 267-5632
David SChALEr ...vivieiceieieectececeeeeeee ettt eneen 946-5501
DIELK VA Tilouucuiieiceiiceieeeececeeecteeeeeteeteeeteetee oo ere et erssreserserenseneen 223-8962
FLEd WEDET .ttt ettt ene e 947-0426
The Deacons
JELLY DEVIIES c.cvviiiiiiicieieirirrccee e 938-2317
Fotbes HUSTE ....ouivviiirieeeicieececteeceeeeeteeee et 929-7291
C. ] WEDEE ettt 275-3475

Redeemer Presbyterian Church
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
402 W. Ninth Street, Traverse City, Ml 49684
(231) 946-1700
www.redeemertraversecity.org
Worship: Sundays 10:00 a.m.



