
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

[He has made] known to us the mystery of His will,  
according to His purpose,  

which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time,  
to unite all things in Him,  

things in heaven and things on earth. 
—Ephesians 1:9-10 
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Welcome! 

——————————— 

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our wor-
ship service and Christian community. Please be sure to fill out the 
fellowship pad with your name and contact information when it is 
passed to you. This will help us serve you better. We promise to 
keep this information confidential and only use it for personal con-
tact with you and your family. Please join us in the narthex for cof-
fee and refreshments after the service. Note: Since many of our 
families with small children sit near the back of the church, visitors 
may wish to sit closer to the front to avoid any possible distrac-
tions during the worship service. Any mothers who would like as-
sistance with young children may take them to the nursery during 
the Hymn of Assurance and pick them up during the Offertory. 

——————— 

If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to 
speak with the pastor or one of the elders. We would be glad to 
help you understand the biblical rationale for why we worship the 
way we do. In the narthex, we have a booklet available that pro-
vides an introduction to our church. You may also visit our website 
for other helpful information: www.redeemertraversecity.org. 

———— 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the culmination 
of our  worship service. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those 
who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine 
with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the elders of this lo-
cal church that you are in covenant with God as an active member 
of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed, 
taught, and believed. You also acknowledge that you are a sinner, 
without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you 
are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Non-communing 
children are welcome to come forward with their parents and will 
be acknowledged by the pastor. If you have any doubt about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before 
or after the service. Note: The inner ring of cups in each commun-
ion tray contains non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine. 
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Silent Preparation for Worship   
Prelude 

——————————— 

Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Nehemiah 9:5b-6 Pastor Dan Millward 

†Opening Hymn   #243 ―Praise the Savior, Now and Ever‖  

†Invocation  Psalm 25:8-10 
Pastor: Good and upright is the Lord; 
 People: Therefore He instructs sinners in the way 
Pastor: He leads the humble in justice. 
 People: and He teaches the humble His way. 
Pastor: All the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness and truth, 
 People: To those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

†The Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

†Response (in song)   #98 ―Now Thank We All Our God‖ v. 3 
All praise and thanks to God,  The Father, now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns,  With them in highest heaven, 
The One Eternal God,  Whom earth and heav’n adore; 
For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore. 

 Confession of Sin  (in unison)  
Almighty God, merciful Father, We poor sinners confess that we are 
by nature, sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You, 
in thought, word, and deed; therefore we flee for refuge to Your 
boundless mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace. Father, since 
You have given Your only begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on 
us, and for His sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit, increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your 
will and true obedience to Your Word, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 †=Congregation stands. 
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 Declaration of Forgiveness    1 Peter 2:24 
Pastor: Hear the promises of God to those who truly repent of their sins 
and trust in Christ Jesus. ―He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
wounds you were healed.‖ Do you believe that Jesus Christ, by His perfect 
life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, has atoned for your sins 
and satisfied the wrath of God toward you?  
People: We do.  
Pastor: In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at 
peace and know that your sins are forgiven. 

†Hymn of Assurance   #242 ―Not All the Blood of Beasts‖ 

†Prayer for Illumination Dave Schafer 

 Gospel Reading   Mark 4:9-12  
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Epistle Reading   Colossians 1:19-20; 24-26 Bill Morrison 
Reader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Prayers of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer Pastor Dan Millward 

 Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offering 
Please sign and pass the fellowship pads at this time. 

†Doxology (in song) 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

†Sermon Text Reading   Ephesians 1:7-10 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   ―The Mystery of His Will‖ 

 Prayer of Application 
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Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lord’s Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

Affirmation of Faith   Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 being of one substance with the Father; 
 by whom all things were made. 
 Who for us and for our salvation  
  came down from heaven, 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
  He suffered and was buried, 
  and the third day He rose again 
  according to the Scriptures; 
  and ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
  and He shall come again, with glory, 
  to judge both the living and the dead; 
  whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together  
 is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets; 
 and we believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church; 
 we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
 and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

   *The word “catholic” means “universal.”  
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 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is truly right and our greatest joy to give You thanks and praise, O 
Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe. In Your wisdom, You made 
all things and sustain them by Your power. You formed us in Your image, 
setting us in this world to love and to serve You. Out of Your love for us, 
You sent Your only Son to be one of us, to redeem us and hear our 
brokenness. We ask you to set apart for Your holy use these common 
elements of bread and wine that they may strengthen and edify Your people. 
Therefore we praise You, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all 
the faithful of every time and place, who forever proclaim to the glory of 
Your name: 

 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymns   ―Come Thou Savior, Spread Thy Table‖ Bulletin, p. 8 

 ―As We Gather at Your Table‖ Bulletin, p. 9 
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 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
We give You most hearty thanks, O Lord, for all the mercies You 
have shown us, Your people. We especially praise You for the 
Supper of Your Son. We thank You for the spiritual food of our 
Lord’s body and blood, and ask that You sustain and protect us 
throughout this troubled life, until the veil of this present age is 
lifted, and we see You face to face. We pray, O Father, in the power 
of Your Spirit and in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

†Closing Hymn   ―By Faith‖ Insert 

†Benediction  Romans 16:25-27 

†Benediction Response   ―Three-fold Amen‖ 

 

Serving Today 
Elder:  Dave Schafer 
Reader:  Bill Morrison 
Piano:  Connie Van Til 
Sound Board:  Kyle Peterson 

 Today Pastor Millward is wearing a green stole. Green represents spiritual growth and world 
missions. It is worn during all “ordinary times” of the church year.  
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Communion Hymn 1 

Come Thou Savior, Spread Thy Table 
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Communion Hymn 2 

As We Gather at Your Table
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Points to Ponder 
 

God Has A Plan 

The Scriptures speak of an Economy of Redemption; the plan or purpose of 
God in relation to the salvation of men. They call it in reference to its full 
revelation at the time of the advent, ―The economy of the fullness of times.‖ It is 
declared to be the plan of God in relation to his gathering into one harmonious 
body, all the objects of redemption, whether in heaven or earth, in Christ (Eph. 
1:10). It is also called the mysterious purpose or plan which had been hidden for 
ages in God, which it was the great design of the gospel to reveal, and which was 
intended to make known to principalities and powers, by the Church, the 
manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 3:9).  

A plan supposes: (1.) The selection of some definite end or object to be 
accomplished. (2.) The choice of appropriate means. (3.) At least in the case of 
God, the effectual application and control of those means to the 
accomplishment of the contemplated end.  

As God works on a definite plan in the external world, it is fair to infer that 
the same is true in reference to the moral and spiritual world. To the eye of an 
uneducated man the heavens are a chaos of stars. The astronomer sees order and 
system in this confusion; all those bright and distant luminaries have their 
appointed places and fixed orbits; all are so arranged that no one interferes with 
any other, but each is directed according to one comprehensive and magnificent 
conception. The innumerable forms of vegetable life, are not a confused mass, 
but to the eye of science arrange themselves into regular classes, orders, genera, 
and species, exhibiting a unity of design pervading the whole. The zoologist sees 
in the hundreds of thousands of animals which inhabit our globe, four, and only 
four original typical forms, of which all the others are the development in an 
ascending order, no one ever passing into the other, but all presenting one great 
comprehensive system carried out in all its details. At the head of these 
innumerable lower forms of animal life, stands man, endowed with powers 
which elevate him above the class of mere animals and bring him into fellowship 
with angels and with God himself. As in all these lower departments of his 
works, God acts according to a preconceived plan, it is not to be supposed that 
in the higher sphere of his operations, which concerns the destiny of men, 
everything is left to chance and allowed to take its undirected course to an 
undetermined end. We accordingly find that the Scriptures distinctly assert in 
reference to the dispensations of grace not only that God sees the end from the 
beginning, but that He works all things according to the counsel of his own will, 
or, according to his eternal purpose.  

—Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology 
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Announcements 
 

 After Today’s Service… 
Please join us for some fellowship and light refreshment.  

 Next Sunday, September 13 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Ephesians 1:11-14. 

  Hymns: #30 ―Our God, Our Help in Ages Past‖ vv. 1-4 
  #369 ―Shout for the Blessed Jesus Reigns‖  vv. 1, 2, 4, 5   
  #420 ―At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing‖  
  Insert ―Behold the Lamb‖ 
  #642 ―Be Thou My Vision‖ 
 
The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for preparation 
and prayer. 

 Friday, September 18 - Presbytery meeting begins with guest speaker Dr. R. 
Scott Clark, Professor of Church History and Historical Theology at Westminster 
Theological Seminary West. Plan to attend the sessions with Dr. Clark on Friday 
morning, afternoon, and concluding with a worship service Friday evening. In 
between his talks, we will need your help in the kitchen with food prep, serving 
and cleaning as we are preparing meals for the Presbyters. Please see Laura if you 
can help. 

 Wednesday, September 23, 5:30pm – Family Night Study.   

 Thursday, September 24, 7:00pm – Ladies Study meets at the church. 

 Sunday, September 27 – Covered Dish Luncheon following the morning 
worship service. 

 Thursday Mornings – 7:30am to 8:30am - Men’s Bible Study meets at the 
church. 

 Anyone interested in helping with cleaning the church, please see Beverly 
McSauby. 

 The deacons are still looking for a few good men to volunteer for minor repair/
building projects in and around the church building.  If you have skills in 
carpentry, electrical, or plumbing; we need YOU!  Please contact any one of the 
deacons for further details.  

 For those who wish to stay in touch with Rachel Van Til while she’s away at 
college, her mailing address is:  Box 638, Grove City College, Grove City, PA 
16127.  



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Daniel Millward, Pastor .............................................................. 922-7270 
Sean Doran ............................................................................................ 267-5632 
David Schafer ........................................................................................ 946-5501 
Dirk Van Til ........................................................................................... 223-8962 
Fred Weber ............................................................................................ 947-0426 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Forbes Husted ....................................................................................... 929-7291 
C. J. Weber ............................................................................................. 275-3475 

 

 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

402 W. Ninth Street, Traverse City, MI 49684 
(231) 946-1700 

www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Worship:  Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 19:1-14  1 Kings 19:8-21  Acts 5:34-42  John 11:45-57 

Mon.  Psalm 135:1-21  1 Kings 21:1-16  1 Cor. 1:1-19  Mat. 4:1-11 

Tue.  Psalm 123:1-4  1 Kings 21:17-29  1 Cor. 1:20-31  Mat. 4:12-17 

Wed.  Psalm 15:1-5  1 Kings 22:1-28  1 Cor. 2:1-13  Mat. 4:18-25 

Thu.  Psalm 36:1-12  1 Kings 22:29-45  1 Cor. 2:14-3:15  Mat. 5:1-10 

Fri.  Psalm 130:1-8  2 Kings 1:2-17  1 Cor. 3:16-23  Mat. 5:11-16 

Sat.  Psalm 56:1-13  2 Kings 2:1-18  1 Cor. 4:1-7  Mat. 5:17-20 
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