Redeemer
Presbyterian Church

—Dby grace you have been saved—
and raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the coming ages
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
—Ephesians 2:5b-7

The Lord’s Service
March 22, 2009
Fourth Sunday in Lent



Welcome!

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our wot-
ship service and Christian community. Please be sure to fill out the
fellowship pad with your name and contact information when it is
passed to you. This will help us serve you better. We promise to
keep this information confidential and only use it for personal con-
tact with you and your family. Please join us in the narthex for cof-
fee and refreshments after the service. Note: since many of our
families with small children sit near the back of the church, visitors
may wish to sit closer to the front to avoid any possible distrac-
tions during the worship service.

If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to
speak with the pastor or one of the elders. We would be glad to
help you understand the biblical rationale for why we worship the
way we do. You may also visit our website for articles, essays, and
other helpful information on our worship and life at Redeemer:
www.redeemertraversecity.org.

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the culmination
of our worship service. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those
who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of
Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine
with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the elders of this lo-
cal church that you are in covenant with God as an active member
of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed,
taught, and believed. You also acknowledge that you are a sinner,
without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you
are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Non-communing
children are welcome to come forward with their parents and will
be acknowledged by the pastor. If you have any doubt about your
participation, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before
or after the service. Note: The inner ring of cups in each commun-
ion tray contains non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine.




Silent Preparation for Worship
Prelude

Order of Worship
Call to WorShip Psalm 107:1-3 Pastor Dan Millward
tOpening Hymn #302 “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

tInvocation Psalm 116:5-9

Pastor: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

People: Yes, our God is compassionate.
Pastor: The Lord preserves the simple;

People: | was brought low, and He saved me.
Pastor: Return to your rest, O my soul,

People: For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.
Pastor: For You have rescued my soul from death,

People: My eyes from tears, My feet from stumbling.
All: I shall walk before the Lord in the land of the living.
Pastor: Let us pray.

TGod’s Greeting
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

tResponse (in song}115 “All Creatures of Our God and King” v.5
Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship Him in humbleness.
O praise Him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise Him, O praise Him.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Confession of Sin 1 John 1:5-10
Pastor: God is light and in Him is no darkness. If we say we have
fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live
according to the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses
us from all unrighteousness. Let us, therefore, confess our sins before
almighty God.

T=Congregation stands



Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
All: Almighty God, merciful Father, we poor sinners confess that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore, we flee for refuge to
Your boundless mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace. Father,
since You have given Your only begotten Son to die for us, have
mercy on us, and for His sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins.
And by Your Holy Spirit, increase in us true knowledge of You and
Your will, and true obedience to Your Word, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness Psalm 103:8, 10-12
Pastor: The Scriptures declare that “The Lord is compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt
with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His
lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the
west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Brothers and
sisters, having confessed your sins to Almighty God, and having believed
His promise of salvation through Christ alone, be at peace and know that
your sins are forgiven.

+Hymn of Hllumination “Speak, O Lord” Bulletin, pp. 9-11

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9 Fred Weber
Reader: This is the word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading John 3:14-21 David Peterson
Reader: This is the Gospel of our Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

tSermon Text Reading Ephesians 2:1-10 Pastor Dan Millward
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon “The Immeasurable Riches of His Grace”

Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offering
Please sign and pass the fellowship pads at this time.



Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or the
who have been approved by the Session, ma
Communion wine: the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings cosalaivhodio wing.

Affirmation of Faith Heidelberg Catechism #1
Pastor: What is your only comfort in life and death?
That I, with body and soul,
both in life and death,
am not my own,
but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ,
who with His precious blood
has fully satisfied for all my sins,
and delivered me from all the power of the devil,
and so preserves me
that without the will of my heavenly Father
not a hair can fall from my head;
indeed, that everything must fit His purpose
for my salvation,
therefore by His Holy Spirit
He also assures me of eternal life
and makes me heartily willing and ready,
always, to live for him.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.



Pastor: Holy God, Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, with joy
we praise You and give thanks to Your name. We ask with confidence
that You will take these common elements of bread and wine and set
them apart for holy use to strengthen and edify Your people. Great and
wonderful are Your works. Your ways are just and true. Therefore we lift
our hearts in joyful praise, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and
with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever proclaim to the
glory of Your name:

Sanctus (in song)
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Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread

Communion Hymns #472 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched”
#0695 “By Grace I Am an Heir of Heaven”

Prayer after Communion (in unison)
We give You most hearty thanks, O Lord, for all the mercies You
have shown us, Your people. We especially praise You for the
Supper of Your Son. We thank You for the spiritual food of our
Lord’s body and blood, and ask that You sustain us on throughout
this troubled life, until the veil of this present age is lifted, and we
see You face to face. We pray, O Father, in the power of Your Spirit
and in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

tClosing Hymn “Before the Throne of God Above” Bulletin, pp. 12-13
tBenediction

+Benediction Response “Three-fold Amen”



Serving Today
Elder: Fred Weber
Piano: Connie Van Til
Sound Board: Kyle Doran
Reader: David Peterson

Today Pastor Millward is wearing a purple stole. Purple represents royalty ar
kingship and sovereignty of Christ. Purple is also associated with repentance
is displayed during the seasons of Advent and Lent, which are times of prepe
penitence.

Announcements

After Today’s Service...
Please join us for some fellowship and light refreshment.

Next Sunday, March 29
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Hebrews 5:1-10.

Hymns: Insert “Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him”
#181 “We Come, O Christ to You”
#3006 “Jesus, My Great High Priest”
#197 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
#0643 “Judge Me, God of My Salvation”

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for preparation
and prayer.

Wednesday, March 25, 6:30pm to 8:00pm - Family Night Study will be
held at the church.

Thursday, March 26, 7:30am to 8:30am - Men’s Bible Study will meet in the
conference room at the church office. This group meets every Thursday
morning and is studying the book of Proverbs.

Sunday, March 29 - Monthly Covered Dish Luncheon following the morning
worship service.

Wednesday, April 1 and 15, 12:00pm to 1:00pm - Noon Hour Study Group

will meet in the conference room at the church office.

Wednesday, April 1 and 15, 6:30pm to 7:30pm - Prayer Group will meet at

the home of Joeann Bissell. Everyone is invited and welcome to attend.

Thursday, April 9 - 5:30pm - Maundy Thursday Communion Service
followed by a Fellowship Meal.

Wednesday, April 22, 6:30pm to 8:00pm - Family Night Study will be held
at the church.



Points to Ponder
Rebirth

To describe someone as a born-again Christian is, technically speaking, to be
guilty of redundancy. There is no such thing as a non-born-again Christian. An
unregenerate (non-born-again) Christian is a contradiction in terms. Likewise, a born
-again non-Christian is a contradiction.

It was Jesus who first declared that spiritual rebirth was an absolute necessity for
entering the kingdom of God. He declared to Nicodemus, “Most assuredly, I say to
you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). The
word unless in Jesus’ teaching signals a universally necessary condition for seeing
and entering the kingdom of God. Rebirth, then, is an essential part of Christianity;
without it, entrance into God’s kingdom is impossible. Regeneration is the
theological term used to describe rebirth. It refers to a new generating, a new
genesis, a new beginning. It is more than “turning over a new leaf”; it marks the
beginning of a new life in a radically renewed person. Peter speaks of believers
“having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the
word of God which lives and abides forever” (1 Peter 1:23).

Regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit upon those who are spiritually dead
(see Ephesians 2:1-10). The Spirit recreates the human heart, quickening it from
spiritual death to spiritual life. Regenerate people are new creations. Where formerly
they had no disposition, inclination, or desire for the things of God, now they are
disposed and inclined toward God. In regeneration, God plants a desire for Himself
in the human heart that otherwise would not be there.

Regeneration is not to be confused with the full experience of conversion. Just
as birth is our initiation, our first entrance into life outside the womb, so our
spiritual rebirth is the starting point of our spiritual life. It occurs by God’s divine
initiative and is an act that is sovereign, immediate, and instantaneous. An awareness
of our conversion may be gradual. Yet rebirth itself is instantaneous. No one can be
partially reborn any more than a woman can be partially pregnant.

Regeneration is not the fruit or result of faith. Rather, regeneration precedes
faith as the necessary condition for faith. We also do not in any way dispose
ourselves toward regeneration or cooperate as coworkers with the Holy Spirit to
bring it to pass. We do not decide or choose to be regenerated. God chooses to
regenerate us before we will ever
choose to embrace Him. To be Ordo Salutis
sure, after we have been (Order of Salvation) Sanctification
regenerated by the sovereign grace
of God, we do choose, act,
cooperate, and believe in Christ.
God does not have faith for us. It Regeneration
is our own faith by which we are
justified. What God does is
quicken us to spiritual life, rescuing us from darkness, bondage, and spiritual death.
God makes faith possible and actual for us. He quickens faith within us.

—R. C. Sproul, Essential Truths of the Christian Faith

Glorification

Justification

Faith



Hymn of Illumination

Speak, O Lord
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Hymn of lllumination

Speak, O Lord (Continued)
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Closing Hymn

Before the Throne of God Above
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March 22, 2009
Prayer Requests

FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT REDEEMER...

Health / Healing

f Lindy Van Til - the results from a recent blood sugar monitoring device
are being analyzed. Pray that these results will aid in managing her
diabetes.

1 Dominic Nittolo - Lengthening process is complete. He will have
surgery the middle of April to remove a screw in his ankle. Please pray
for continued bone strengthening and growth in his leg.

Other Concerns

I Pray that we will raise the needed funds to complete the purchase of the
Ninth Street facility.

I Pray that our church would have the evangelistic vision Christ
commissioned us with, and also passion, wisdom, and boldness in
reaching the lost with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

1 Prayer for our pastor, elders, and deacons - for their encouragement,
strength, and joy in the work to which God has called them.

FOR RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND OTHERS...

Health / Healing

1 Eleanor Kaarre (Mary Doran’s mother) - has a serious heart condition.

Our Country and Armed Forces
1 Men and women in the military and their families.
1 Pray for President Obama, his advisors, and other national, state, and
local leaders.



Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches
{1 Bristol family in Querétaro, Mexico; Hershberger family in Bulgaria;
Thornton family in Ukraine; Nellie Vos in France; and the mission work
in Burma.

FOR CHURCHES IN OUR PRESBYTERY...

1 Grace Central Presbyterian, Columbus, OH - Pray for: our son Sam who
continues to respond well to treatment and whose doctor is cautiously
optimistic, Grace Central as we seek ways to engage unchurched and
unbelievers with the gospel, open doors of conversation, bold & humble
witness and a hospitable, gracious church community. Praise for: the
birth of our fourth (Ivy Jane) on February 1st.

1 Good Shepherd, Valparaiso, IN - Pray for: Bruce Stoltzfus's preparation
for ministry as Elder, Martha Coppage - diagnosed with Leukemia,
desire of families who attend Good Shepherd to unite with the church,
Tall Oaks Christian School's decisions regarding its future, and provision
of wise leadership for the future by Session.

I Teaching Elder Satoshi Kawachi - Pray for: continued guidance for our
long-term missionary service, my ability to benefit from the Church
Planting Basics Workshop at the MTW home office, and effective
treatment for Gastritis for both Cally and myself.

If you have any prayer requests or an update on a current requ
please contact David Petersad@®.946



The Session (Pastor and Elders)

Rev. Daniel Millward, PastOr .....cccceeveevenieeeinieeeseeriseesesiesseenens 922-7270

David SChAfEr ...voviviceieiecteeececeeeeeeeee ettt renrene e 946-5501

FLEd WEDET .ttt ettt 947-0426
The Deacons

Jerty DEVIIES ..o 938-2317

Fotbes HUSTE . ...cuivviiirieeictieeeceeeeeeeeteeee ettt 929-7291

C. Je WEDEE ettt 275-3475

Scripture Readings for this Week

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament duringearteycle. The
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seaso
of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.)

Sun. Psalm 84:412 Jeremiah 14:422 Galatians 4:215:1 Mark 8:11-21
Mon. Psalm 119:7380 Jeremiah 16:221 Romans 7:12 John 6:115

Tue. Psalm 34:122 Jeremiah 17:127 Romans 7:325 John 6:1627
Wed. Psalm 5:412 Jeremiah 18:411 Romans 8:11 John 6:2740
Thu. Psalm 27:414 Jeremiah 22:123 Romans 8:127 John 6:4351
Fri. Psalm 22:431 Jeremiah 23:48 Romans 8:289 John 6:5259
Sat. Psalm 43:5 Jeremiah 23:95 Romans 9:18 John 6:6071

Redeemer Presbyterian Church
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
P.O. Box 4113, Traverse City, Ml 4968313
(231) 946-:1700
www.redeemertraversecity.org
Worship: Sundays 10:00 a.m. A-1



