
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But God shows His love for us  
in that while we were still sinners,  

Christ died for us.  
—Romans 5:8 

T h e  L o r d ’ s  S e r v i c e  

M a r c h  1 5 ,  2 0 0 9  

T h i r d  S u n d a y  i n  L e n t  



2 

Welcome! 

——————————— 

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our wor-
ship service and Christian community. Please be sure to fill out the 
fellowship pad with your name and contact information when it is 
passed to you. This will help us serve you better. We promise to 
keep this information confidential and only use it for personal con-
tact with you and your family. Please join us in the narthex for cof-
fee and refreshments after the service. Note:  since many of our 
families with small children sit near the back of the church, visitors 
may wish to sit closer to the front to avoid any possible distrac-
tions during the worship service. 

——————— 

If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to 
speak with the pastor or one of the elders. We would be glad to 
help you understand the biblical rationale for why we worship the 
way we do. You may also visit our website for articles, essays, and 
other helpful information on our worship and life at Redeemer: 
www.redeemertraversecity.org. 

———— 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the culmination 
of our  worship service. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those 
who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine 
with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the elders of this lo-
cal church that you are in covenant with God as an active member 
of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed, 
taught, and believed. You also acknowledge that you are a sinner, 
without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you 
are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Non-communing 
children are welcome to come forward with their parents and will 
be acknowledged by the pastor. If you have any doubt about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before 
or after the service. Note: The inner ring of cups in each commun-
ion tray contains non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine. 
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Silent Preparation for Worship   
Prelude 

——————————— 

Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   Psalm 22:23 Pastor Dan Millward 

†Opening Hymn   #4 ―All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above‖ vv. 1-4 

†Invocation  Psalm 22:25-26 
Pastor: From You comes my praise in the great congregation; 
 People: my vows I will perform before those who fear Him. 
Pastor: The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; 
 People: those who seek Him shall praise the Lord! 
Pastor: May your hearts live forever! Let us pray.  

†God’s Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

†Response (in song)   “Gloria Patri‖ Bulletin, p. 11 

 Confession of Sin    James 3:2, 8; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 64:6; 59:12-13 
Pastor:  ―We all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 
But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly 
poison.‖ ―For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.‖ ―For all 
of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds 
are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, take us away.‖ Convicted by the Law and our inability to 
keep it, ―let us draw near to the throne of grace‖ with humble hearts, 
confessing our sins to God the Father, imploring Him to grant us 
forgiveness in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
      People:  who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord, 
      People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
All:  Almighty God, merciful Father, our transgressions are 
multiplied before You, and our sins testify against us. For our 
transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities:  
transgressing and denying the Lord, and turning away from our 

 †=Congregation stands. 
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God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving in and uttering 
from the heart lying words. These sins and more we have committed 
against You. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your boundless mercy, 
seeking and imploring Your grace. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness    Isaiah 59:16-17a 
Pastor:  The Scriptures declare, ―the Lord saw that there was no man, and 
was astonished that there was no one to intercede; then His own arm 
brought salvation to Him, and His righteousness upheld Him. He put on 
righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head.‖ 
Brothers and sisters, God has provided forgiveness and salvation through 
the one Man, Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord. Having confessed your sins 
to Almighty God, hear and believe His promise of salvation through 
Christ alone and be at peace and know that your sins are forgiven. 

†Hymn of Assurance   Psalm 22:23-31 Insert 

†Prayer for Illumination Dave Schafer 

 Old Testament Reading   Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Gospel Reading   Mark 8:31-38 Sean Doran 
Reader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

†Sermon Text Reading   Romans 5:1-11  Pastor Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   ―The Father’s Love‖ 

 Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offering 
Please sign and pass the fellowship pads at this time. 

 Prayers of the People 
Pastor:  Almighty God, our thankfulness and praise abounds for all you 
have done for us in Christ Jesus. Keep us steadfast in Your Word, that 
neither our own sinful desires, nor worldly fads, nor devilish deceptions 
may keep us from faithfully confessing Christ, He who purchased and won 
us from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil with His 
innocent suffering and death, that we may be His own. Lord, in Your 
mercy. 
People:  hear our prayer. 
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  Pastor:  Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious 
blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and 
the holy Sacraments, making them perfect in love and in all good works, 
and establishing in them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful 
servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at home and in distant 
lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  In Your mercy strengthen all congregations, and support them in 
challenging times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the 
Lord, that our faith and zeal for the Gospel may be refreshed and that the 
witness of Your people everywhere may be renewed. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, 
and order our days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to 
bring peace and justice to the nations of the world that mutual 
understanding and common endeavor may be increased among all peoples. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. 
Keep our children in covenant with You, and enable their parents to bring 
them up in lives of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all families in 
a spirit of affection and service that they may show Your praise in our land 
and in all the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  Lord, the poor are always with us, and this gives Your people in 
every age opportunity to show Your compassion. Help us to not only hear 
Your Word, but to do it, that our faith may be active in service to any 
neighbor in need. Bring forth in our lives good works of living faith, 
feeding the hungry and thirsty, visiting the sick and imprisoned, granting 
shelter to the homeless, and comforting the hopeless with Christ Himself. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:  Remember all who suffer, O Lord, (especially ___________). 
Through Your word, grant them the peace that surpasses all 
understanding. Make us mindful of their needs of body and soul and give 
us generous hearts that we may be Your hands, feet, and lips. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 
People:  Amen.  

 

Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lordõs Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy *catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

   *The word òcatholicó means òuniversal.ó 
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 Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Holy God, Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, with joy we 
praise You and give thanks to Your name. We ask with confidence that You 
will take these common elements of bread and wine and set them apart for 
holy use to strengthen and edify Your people. Great and wonderful are Your 
works. Your ways are just and true. Therefore we lift our hearts in joyful 
praise, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all the faithful of 
every time and place, who forever proclaim to the glory of Your name: 

 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymn   ―Behold the Lamb‖ Bulletin, pp. 12-13 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
We give You most hearty thanks, O Lord, for all the mercies You 
have shown us, Your people. We especially praise You for the 
Supper of Your Son. We thank You for the spiritual food of our 
Lord’s body and blood, and ask that You sustain and protect us 
throughout this troubled life, until the veil of this present age is 
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lifted, and we see You face to face. We pray, O Father, in the power 
of Your Spirit and in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

†Closing Hymn   ―How Deep the Father’s Love‖ Insert 

†Benediction 

†Benediction Response   ―Three-fold Amen‖ 

——————————— 

 Serving Today 
Elder:  Dave Schafer 
Reader:  Sean Doran 
Piano:  Connie Van Til 
Sound Board:  Meagan Van Til 

Today Pastor Millward is wearing a purple stole. Purple represents royalty and reminds 
us of the kingship and sovereignty of Christ. Purple is also associated with repentance 
from sin. This color is displayed during the seasons of Advent and Lent, which are 
times of preparation and penitence. 

 

Announcements 

 After Today’s Service… 
There will be a congregational meeting for the purpose of voting on the 
purchase of the 9th Street facility.  

 Next Sunday, March 22 
Pastor Dan Millward will be preaching on Ephesians 2:1-10. 

  Hymns: #302 ―Come, Christians, Join to Sing‖ 
  Insert ―Speak, O Lord‖ (Song of Illumination) 
  #472 ―Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Wretched‖ 
  #695 ―By Grace I Am an Heir of Heaven‖ 
  Insert ―Before the Throne of God Above‖ 

  The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for 
preparation and prayer. 

 Tonight, 5:00-8:00pm -  Next Generation - Movie Night and 
Discussion at Pastor and Mrs. Millward’s home. The movie will be 
―Luther.‖ 
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 Wednesday, March 18, 12:00pm to 1:00pm - Noon Hour Study 
Group will meet in the conference room at the church office. 

 Wednesday, March 18, 6:30pm to 7:30pm - Prayer Group will meet at 
the home of Joanne Bissell. Everyone is invited and welcome to 
attend.    

 Thursday, March 19, 7:30am to 8:30am - Men’s Bible Study will meet 
in the conference room at the church office.  

 Thursday, March 19, 7:00pm - Ladies’ Study. ―The Excellent Wife‖ 
continues at Laura Millward’s home. Husbands are invited for 
fellowship in the lower level.    

 Wednesday, March 25, 6:30pm to 8:00pm - Family Night Study will 
be held at the church. 

 Thursday, March 26, 7:30am to 8:30am - Men’s Bible Study will meet 
in the conference room at the church office. This group meets every 
Thursday morning and is studying the book of Proverbs. 

 Sunday, March 29 - Monthly Covered Dish Luncheon following the 
morning worship service. 
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Points to Ponder 
 

Confidence in Christ 
 

But if you ask where faith and confidence may be found or whence 
they come, it is certainly the most necessary thing to know. First, without 
any doubt it does not come from your works or from your merits, but only 
from Jesus Christ, freely promised and freely given. As St. Paul writes in 
Romans 5[:8], ―God shows his love toward us as exceedingly sweet and 
kind in that Christ died for us while we were yet sinners.‖ This is as if Paul 
said, ―Ought this not give us a strong, invincible confidence in that before 
we prayed about it or cared about it, yes, while we still continually walked 
in sin, Christ died for our sins?‖ [Paul] goes on, ―If then Christ has died for 
us while we were yet sinners, how much more shall we be saved through 
him, being justified by his blood. And if, while we were still enemies, we 
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, how much more, 
now that we are reconciled, shall we be preserved through his life‖ [Rom. 
5:8–11]. 

Look here! This is how you must cultivate Christ in yourself, and see 
how in him God holds before you his mercy and offers it to you without 
any prior merits of your own. It is from such a view of his grace that you 
must draw faith and confidence in the forgiveness of all your sins. Faith, 
therefore, does not originate in works; neither do works create faith, but 
faith must spring up and flow from the blood and wounds and death of 
Christ. If you see in these that God is so kindly disposed toward you that 
he even gives his own Son for you, then your heart in turn must grow 
sweet and disposed toward God. And in this way your confidence must 
grow out of pure good will and love—God’s toward you, and yours toward 
God. We never read that the Holy Spirit was given to anybody because he 
had performed some works, but always when men have heard the gospel of 
Christ and the mercy of God. Faith must arise at all times from this same 
word and from no other source—and in our own day, too. For Christ is 
the rock from which men suck oil and honey, as Moses says in 
Deuteronomy 32[:13]. 

—Martin Luther, Treatise on Good Works 
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Response 

Gloria Patri 
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Communion Hymn 

Behold the Lamb 
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March 15, 2009 

Prayer Requests 
—————————————————————————————— 

 
FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT REDEEMER... 

 
Health / Healing 
¶ Lindy Van Til - the results from a recent blood sugar monitoring device 

are being analyzed. Pray that these results will aid in managing her 
diabetes. 

¶ Dominic Nittolo - Lengthening process is complete. He will have 
surgery the middle of April to remove a screw in his ankle. Please pray 
for continued bone strengthening and growth in his leg.  

 
Other Concerns  
¶ Stephen Morrison - is facing some intense pressures with exams and 

research papers. Please pray for him during this stressful time. 
¶ Pray that our church would have the evangelistic vision Christ 

commissioned us with, and also passion, wisdom, and boldness in 
reaching the lost with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

¶ Prayer for our pastor, elders, and deacons - for their encouragement, 
strength, and joy in the work to which God has called them. 

 
FOR RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND OTHERS... 

 
Health / Healing 
¶ Lucas (1.5 year old grandson of C. J. & Melissa Weber's neighbor), is 

suffering from double pneumonia and is at De Voss Hospital for 
emergency treatment. His lungs have fluid in them and his blood oxygen 
level is down to a frightening 9%. He is in critical condition. Please pray 
for him and his family. 

¶ Eleanor Kaarre (Mary Doran’s mother) - has a serious heart condition. 
 
Our Country and Armed Forces 
¶ Men and women in the military and their families. 
¶ Pray for President Obama, his advisors, and other national, state, and 

local leaders. 
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Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches 
¶ Bristol family in Querétaro, Mexico; Hershberger family in Bulgaria; 

Thornton family in Ukraine; Nellie Vos in France; and the mission work 
in Burma. 

 
FOR CHURCHES IN OUR PRESBYTERY… 

 
¶ Faith Community, La Porte, IN - Pray for: healing from a serious blood 

infection for Pastor Hamilton's daughter-in-law. Praise for: continued 
blessings for Faith Community as we reach out in our new 
neighborhood.  

¶ Covenant Presbyterian - Holland, MI - Pray for: effective equipping of 
the Saints, zeal for outreach, pursuit of our building renovation plan, 
and GLP necessary re-planning/organizing of our summer mission trip.  

¶ Teaching Elder Dan Denk - Pray for: a major paper on a theology of 
growth that Dan will present to InterVarsity staff later this month. Pray 
for qualified staff to be called to InterVarsity in these difficult economic 
times. Praise: for hundreds of students coming to faith in Christ across 
the country.  

¶ Special Needs - Pray for: Young Sam Blosser and all the family. 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or an update on a current request,  
please contact David Peterson at 946-1700. 



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Daniel Millward, Pastor .............................................................. 922-7270 
David Schafer ........................................................................................ 946-5501 
Fred Weber ............................................................................................ 947-0426 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Forbes Husted ....................................................................................... 929-7291 
C. J. Weber ............................................................................................. 275-3475 

 

Call to Worship 

You who fear the Lord, praise him!  
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him,  

and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

—Psalm 22:23 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

P.O. Box 4113, Traverse City, MI 49685-4113 
(231) 946-1700 

www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Worship:  Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 84:1-12  Jeremiah 6:9-15  1 Corinthians 6:12-20  Mark 5:1-20  

Mon.  Psalm 119:73-80  Jeremiah 7:1-15  Romans 4:1-12  John 7:14-36  

Tue.  Psalm 34:1-22  Jeremiah 7:21-34  Romans 4:13-25  John 7:37-52  

Wed.  Psalm 5:1-12  Jeremiah 8:4-9:6  Romans 5:1-11  John 8:12-20  

Thu.  Psalm 27:1-14  Jeremiah 10:11-24  Romans 5:12-21  John 8:21-32  

Fri.  Psalm 22:1-31  Jeremiah 11:1-17  Romans 6:1-11  John 8:33-47  

Sat.  Psalm 43:1-5  Jeremiah 13:1-11  Romans 6:12-23  John 8:47-59 
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