
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I warned those who sinned before and all the others,  
and I warn them now while absent,  

as I did when present on my second visit,  
that if I come again I will not spare them— 

since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me.  
—2 Corinthians 13:2-3a 

T h e  L o r d ’ s  S e r v i c e  

Feb r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 9  
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Welcome! 

——————————— 

If you are visiting our church today, we welcome you to our wor-
ship service and Christian community. Please be sure to fill out the 
fellowship pad with your name and contact information when it is 
passed to you. This will help us serve you better. We promise to 
keep this information confidential and only use it for personal con-
tact with you and your family. Please join us in the narthex for cof-
fee and refreshments after the service. Note:  since many of our 
families with small children sit near the back of the church, visitors 
may wish to sit closer to the front to avoid any possible distrac-
tions during the worship service. 

——————— 

If you are unfamiliar with our form of worship, please feel free to 
speak with the pastor or one of the elders. We would be glad to 
help you understand the biblical rationale for why we worship the 
way we do. You may also visit our website for articles, essays, and 
other helpful information on our worship and life at Redeemer: 
www.redeemertraversecity.org. 

———— 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the culmination 
of our  worship service. We invite to the Lord’s Table all those 
who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine 
with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the elders of this lo-
cal church that you are in covenant with God as an active member 
of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed, 
taught, and believed. You also acknowledge that you are a sinner, 
without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you 
are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Non-communing 
children are welcome to come forward with their parents and will 
be acknowledged by the pastor. If you have any doubt about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders or the pastor before 
or after the service. Note: The inner ring of cups in each commun-
ion tray contains non-alcoholic wine; the outer rings contain wine. 
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Silent Preparation for Worship 
Prelude 

——————————— 

Order of  Worship 

 Call to Worship   From Psalm 72:18-19 Pastor Dan Millward 

†Opening Hymn   #101 ―Come Thou Almighty King‖ vv. 1-3 

†Invocation  Psalm 33:20-22 

Pastor:  Our soul waits for the Lord;  
 People:  He is our help and our shield.  
Pastor:  For our heart is glad in Him,  
 People:  Because we trust in His holy name.  
Pastor:  Let Your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,  
 People:  Even as we hope in You.  
Pastor:  Let us pray.  

†God’s Greeting   
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

†Response (in song)   ―Come Thou Almighty King‖ v. 4   
To the great One in Three  
eternal praises be,  
hence ever more.  
His sovereign majesty  
may we in glory see,  
and to eternity love and adore.   

 Confession of Sin    1 Peter 1:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 2:12 
Pastor:  As the children of God, we are called to obedience and 
conformity to Christ. Like the Holy One who called us, we are to be holy 
in all our behavior, just as it is written:  YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I 
AM HOLY. Yet, because of our flesh we fall short and do not live in a 
manner worthy of the God who called us into His own kingdom and 
glory. Therefore, let us repent, confess our sins, and seek God's mercy and 
forgiveness. 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 People:  who made heaven and earth. 
 

 †=Congregation stands. 
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Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord, 
   People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
 
All:  Gracious Heavenly Father, because of our fallen nature, we 
have not lived in accordance with Your holiness. We have 
transgressed Your laws and failed to keep Your commands. There 
are those we have hurt, and those we have failed to help. Our 
thoughts and desires are stained with sin. Therefore, merciful 
Father, we confess to You all our sins with which we have offended 
You. We are truly sorry for them and sincerely repent of them. And 
we pray according to Your boundless mercy, and for the sake of 
Christ, that You would be gracious and merciful to us. Amen. 

 Declaration of Forgiveness    from 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 
Pastor:  Because of His great mercy, and for our sake, God has made Him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God. Through Christ, God has reconciled us to Himself, 
and has not counted our trespasses against us. Do you believe that Jesus 
Christ, by His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection, has 
atoned for your sins and satisfied the wrath of God toward you? 
People:  We do. 
Pastor:  In the name of Christ and by the authority of His Word, be at 
peace and know that your sins are forgiven.  

†Hymn of Illumination   ―Speak, O Lord‖ Bulletin pp. 11-13 

 Old Testament Reading   Daniel 9:4-8 Fred Weber 
Reader:  This is the word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

 Gospel Reading   Matthew 18:15-20 Bill Morrison 
Reader:  This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God!    

†Sermon Text Reading   2 Corinthians 13:1-14 Pastor Dan Millward 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon   ―STOP SINNING...or else!!!‖ 

 Giving of God’s Tithes and Our Offering 
Please sign and pass the fellowship pads at this time. 
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 Prayers of the People 
Pastor:  Lord of mercy, You are the great Morning Star, who has dawned 
from on high and arisen among us to give us Your light of salvation. 
Appearing with Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration, You 
revealed Yourself in dazzling glory before Peter, James, and John, 
confirming in Your flesh the ancient prophecies. Graciously reveal 
Yourself to us in Your holy Word and Sacraments, that we may believe 
and confess You rightly, and faithfully serve You and Your people in word 
and deed. In Your great mercy: 
People:  hear and remember us according to Your gracious favor. 
 
Pastor:   God of grace and glory, You revealed Your glory in Your 
Transfiguration, and even more gloriously revealed Yourself at the cross, 
where Your showed Your mercy to us and won salvation for us. Keep 
Your holy Church, which You have won by Your precious blood, faithful 
in her confession and faith, that she may not forsake You, nor be led 
astray by earthly things. Give her strength to boldly proclaim Your Word 
of truth, that through it we may be kept ever faithful in thought, word, and 
deed. In Your great mercy: 
People:  keep us steadfast in the true faith. 
 
Pastor:   Blessed God, deal kindly with the nations of the earth. Give 
wisdom to the leaders of our nation, that they may act in their offices 
according to Your will. Grant stability and peace to the nations of 
Afghanistan and Iraq, that hostilities may cease and their peoples may 
come to mutual trust and equitable governance. Give safety and protection 
to our troops who serve in these lands, that they may accomplish their 
mission successfully and return to their loved ones safely. In Your great 
mercy: 
People: be our Rock of Refuge in every time of trouble. 
 
Pastor:  Merciful God, You have promised to be the helper of widows, 
orphans, and the forsaken. Graciously hear our prayers on behalf of all 
those who are lonely. Give them comfort and consolation through Your 
holy Word, assuring them of Your steadfast love and never-failing mercy 
and compassion. Give us eyes to see the lonely in our midst, that we may 
reach out to them with the love You have shown us in Christ Jesus. In 
Your great mercy: 
People:  be the Defender of all who cry to You for help. 
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  Pastor:  Compassionate Lord, You once cured the sick and healed the 
lame so that they sang and leapt for joy. Grant Your healing in our day to 
those are disabled, freeing them from their infirmity or upholding them in 
patience according to Your kind and compassionate will. Give strength 
and wisdom to those who care for the ill in their infirmities, that they may 
do their work ably. Strengthen and encourage our hands, hearts, and 
resolve as well, to aid those who are in need of our help and service. In 
Your great mercy: 
People:  grant Your aid to those who suffer and await Your healing. 
 
Pastor:  Generous God, You graciously provide for all our needs of body 
and soul. Show Your compassion to those who are in need of food, 
clothing, shelter, or any other necessity of this body and life. Move us, 
who have received Your gifts in abundance, to share what we have with 
others, that they may be helped in their time of need and that we may 
come to a greater knowledge of Your giving and providing love. In Your 
great mercy: 
People:  help all who look to You to give them their daily bread. 
 
Pastor:  Resurrected Lord, You gave Yourself into death to destroy the 
power of sin, death, and the grave. You rose to life, never to die again, to 
show us Your great love and compassion and the strength of Your eternal 
life. Uphold those who mourn the loss of friends and loved ones. 
Comfort them in their grief with the sure and certain promise of the 
resurrection to everlasting life, which You have promised to all who hope 
in You. Forsake us not in the hour of our deaths, leading us through the 
valley of the shadow of death to the heavenly places You have prepared 
for us. In Your great mercy: 
People:  remember us according to Your steadfast love. 
 
Pastor:  Faithful God, You have given us the light of Your glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ; into Your gracious hands we commend all for whom 
we pray, trusting in the mercy You have revealed to us in Him; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, both now and to all eternity. 
People:  Amen. 
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Holy Communion 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
All who are communicant members in good standing in any evangelical Christian church, or those 
who have been approved by the Session, may participate in the Lord’s Supper.  (Note about 

Communion wine:  the outer rings contain wine; the inner rings contain non-alcoholic wine.) 

 Affirmation of Faith   Heidelberg Catechism #1 
Pastor:  What is your only comfort in life and death? 
That I, with body and soul,  
 both in life and death,  
 am not my own,  
but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ,  
who with His precious blood  

   has fully satisfied for all my sins,  
 and delivered me from all the power of the devil,  
 and so preserves me  
  that without the will of my heavenly Father  
   not a hair can fall from my head;  
   indeed, that everything must fit His purpose 

      for my salvation,  
 therefore by His Holy Spirit  

    He also assures me of eternal life  
  and makes me heartily willing and ready,  

    always, to live for him. 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is truly right, and our greatest joy to give You thanks and praise, 
O Lord our God, Creator and Ruler of the universe. We ask You to set 
apart for Your holy use these common elements of bread and wine that 
they may strengthen and edify Your people. In Your wisdom, You made 
all things, and sustain them by Your power.  You formed us in Your own 
image, setting us in this world to love and to serve You. Therefore we 
praise You, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with all the 
faithful of every time and place, who forever proclaim to the glory of 
Your name: 
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 Sanctus (in song)

 

 Words of Institution & Breaking of the Bread 

 Communion Hymns    #306 ―Jesus, My Great High Priest‖ 
  #420 ―At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing‖ 

 Prayer after Communion (in unison) 
Heavenly Father, we thank You that You have fed us in this 
Sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet in Your eternal kingdom.  Send us out in the 
power of Your Spirit, to live and work to Your praise and glory, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

†Closing Hymn   #457 ―Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing‖  

†Benediction 

†Benediction Response   ―Three-fold Amen‖ 

——————————— 

 Serving Today 
Elder:  Fred Weber 
Piano:  Connie Van Til 
Sound Board:  Meagan Van Til 
Reader:  Bill Morrison 

  Today Pastor Millward is wearing a green stole. Green represents spiritual growth and 
world missions. It is worn during all “ordinary times” of the church year.  
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Announcements 
 

 After Today’s Service… 
Please join us for our monthly covered dish luncheon.  

 Next Sunday, March 1 
Rev. Henry Entingh will be preaching on Ephesians 1:15 - 2:10. 

  Hymns: #309 ―Rejoice, the Lord is King‖ 
  #460 ―Amazing Grace!‖ 
  #425 ―Bread of the World in Mercy Broken‖ 
  #468 ―My Faith Has Found a Resting Place‖ 
  #519 ―Fountain of Never-Ceasing Grace‖ 

  The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. Make a time this week for 
preparation and prayer. 

 Wednesday, February 25, 12:00pm to 1:00pm - Noon Hour Study 
Group will meet in the conference room at the church office led by 
David Peterson. 

 Thursday (every week), 8:30am to 9:00am - Men’s Bible Study in the 
conference room at the church office.  

 Wednesday, March 4, 6:30pm to 7:30pm - Prayer Group will meet at 
the home of Maggie Cairns. Everyone is invited and welcome to attend.    

 Sunday, March 8, 10:30am - Please note:  our regular Lord's Day 
Worship Service will be held at the Emmanuel United Methodist facility 
on 9th and Wadsworth and will begin a half hour later than usual. 

 Wednesday, March 11, 5:30pm to 8:00pm - Family Night Meal and 
Study will be held at the church. 

 Thursday, March 12, 7:30am to 9:00am - Men’s Bible Study will meet 
in the conference room at the church office. 

Sunday, March 15, 5:00-8:00pm – Next Generation Movie night and 
discussion at Pastor and Mrs. Millward’s home. The movie will be the 
“Luther.”  

Wednesday, March 18, 12:00pm to 1:00pm - Noon Hour Study Group 
will meet in the conference room at the church office. 

Wednesday, March 18, 6:30pm to 7:30pm - Prayer Group will meet at 
the home of Maggie Cairns. Everyone is invited and welcome to attend. 
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Points to Ponder 
 

Assurance of Faith 
 

The assurance of faith is the assurance that salvation has become ours. It is 
logically subsequent to the primary act of faith. It is an invariable and necessary 
consequence of saving faith, if only in the germ form. It is the reflex act of the 
primary act of faith. There is some consciousness of passing from death to life. 
Even at the lowest ebb, the true Christian is above despair. Though implicit 
assurance is invariable, explicit assurance is not always apparent. This may be due 
to the lack of maturity of the individual as a Christian. It may be due to negligence 
or to perversity in cultivating the fruit of the Spirit. If the assurance is not present 
this does not mean that the certainty of conviction regarding Christ as Saviour is 
not valid. It does not mean that there need be any question as to the salvation of 
the individual, for salvation is not based on the feelings of the believer, but on 
Christ’s work appropriated by saving faith. 

It is the duty and privilege of the Christian to seek assurance. It is based on 
the doctrine of election that teaches that God will keep his own. The doctrine of 
election becomes the most comforting of doctrines when this is recognized. 
―Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your calling and election 
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never stumble: for thus shall be richly 
supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ‖ (2 Pet. 1:10–11). The ground of assurance is God’s faithfulness, not 
ours. The Bible teaches that assurance should be sought, John 10:27–30; Rom. 5:2
–5; 8:15–16, 35–39; 2 Cor. 13:5; Eph. 1:13–14; 4:30; Phil. 1:6; Heb. 6:11, 17–19. 

True assurance does not promote pride, but humility, gratitude and holiness 
of life. It brings a closer fellowship with God. Only one who is in close fellowship 
with God can entertain assurance, and only those who are walking humbly with 
God and in holiness can be said to be in close fellowship with him. 

The means of gaining assurance include the intelligent understanding of the 
nature of salvation and the grounds upon which it rests. As we recognize the real 
import of Divine grace that has come to us in the Gospel we can come to 
Assurance, of salvation. As we come to understand the gracious covenant love of 
God in Christ, and the immutability of his covenant promises we grow in 
assurance. Again, as we consider the appropriateness of the Person and work of 
Christ to meet all our needs, and the suitability of the Gospel promises to deal 
with our sin and guilt, we are encouraged in our sense of assurance. It is as we 
recognize that our security is not based on faith nor on experience or feeling, but 
on Christ and the sure promise of the Word that we come to the conviction of our 
assurance. God gives us direct assistance to encourage our assurance by the gift of 
the inward witness of the Holy Spirit with our spirits that we are the sons of God.  
―The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.‖ It is thus as we grow in our understanding of the Gospel, and use the 
means of grace that God has provided us in the Word, prayer and sacraments, that 
we may expect to grow in assurance. 

--Morton H. Smith, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, p. 452. 
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Hymn of Assurance 

Speak, O Lord 

Continued... 
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Hymn of Assurance 

Speak, O Lord (cont.) 

Continued... 
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February 22, 2009 

Prayer Requests 
—————————————————————————————— 

 
FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AT REDEEMER... 

 
Health / Healing 
¶ Dominic Nittolo - Please continue to pray for him as he recovers from 

recent leg surgery. 
¶ Lindy Van Til - having difficulty regulating her blood sugar and diabetes. 

 
Other Concerns  
¶ Pray that our church would have the evangelistic vision Christ 

commissioned us with, and also passion, wisdom, and boldness in 
reaching the lost with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

¶ Prayer for our pastor, elders, and deacons - for their encouragement, 
strength, and joy in the work to which God has called them. 

 
FOR RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND OTHERS... 

 
Health / Healing 
¶ Dick Scott (Tim’s father) - recently had a stroke. He is recovering but is 

in a critical time. Please keep him in prayer. 
¶ Scott Rhodes (Stephen Morrison’s friend) - suffering from a severe, yet 

undiagnosed, back ailment. Prayer for the doctor’s wisdom and for 
Scott’s comfort as he seeks to finish his final semester of college. 

¶ Eleanor Kaarre (Mary Doran’s mother) - has been diagnosed with either 
congestive heart failure or atrial fibrillation. Pray for Eleanor’s comfort 
and healing, and also for her husband, and the rest of the family during 
this stressful time. 

 
Our Country and Armed Forces 
¶ Men and women in the military and their families. 
¶ Pray for President Obama, his advisors, and other national, state, and 

local leaders. 
 
Ministers, Missionaries, and Mission Churches 
¶ Bristol family in Querétaro, Mexico; Hershberger family in Bulgaria; 

Thornton family in Ukraine; Nellie Vos in France; and the mission work 
in Burma. 
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FOR CHURCHES IN OUR PRESBYTERY… 
 

¶ Tyrone Covenant Presbyterian Church, Fenton, MI - Pray For: those 
who are distressed that they would trust the Lord during these tough 
times. It seems that every week someone else loses their job or has a 
family member out of work.  

¶ Christ The Word, Toledo, OH - Pray For: guidance and blessing as we 
move forward in our building program, and employment for those who 
have lost jobs.  

¶ Teaching Elder Jamie Thornton - Pray for: Russian studies, settling into 
their new home, purchase of a phone number, growth in love for the 
Lord of the men of the church, and numerical and spiritual growth.  

¶ Special Needs - Pray for: Young Sam Blosser and all the family. 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or an update on a current request,  
please contact David Peterson at 946-1700. 



 The Session (Pastor and Elders) 
Rev. Daniel Millward, Pastor .............................................................. 922-7270 
David Schafer ........................................................................................ 946-5501 
Fred Weber ............................................................................................ 947-0426 

 The Deacons 
Jerry DeVries ......................................................................................... 938-2317 
Forbes Husted ....................................................................................... 929-7291 
C. J. Weber ............................................................................................. 275-3475 

 

 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church 
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

P.O. Box 4113, Traverse City, MI 49685-4113 
(231) 946-1700 

www.redeemertraversecity.org 
Worship:  Sundays 10:00 a.m. 

Scripture Readings for this Week 

Our Scripture readings are taken from the Daily Lectionary. It provides for reading twice 
through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament during a two-year cycle. The 
readings also reflect the seasons of the liturgical year. (Please note that during various seasons 

of the Church year, the Psalm readings often repeat.) 

Sun.  Psalm 103:1-22  Daniel 7:9-14  2 Corinthians 3:1-9  John 12:27-36 

Mon.  Psalm 5:1-12  Deuteronomy 6:1-15  Hebrews 1:1-14  John 1:1-18  

Tue.  Psalm 42:1-11  Deuteronomy 6:16-25  Hebrews 2:1-10  John 1:19-28  

Wed.  Psalm 5:1-12  Jonah 3:1-4:11  Hebrews 12:1-14  Luke 18:9-14  

Thu.  Psalm 27:1-14  Deuteronomy 7:6-11  Titus 1:1-16  John 1:29-34  

Fri.  Psalm 22:1-31  Deuteronomy 7:12-16  Titus 2:1-15  John 1:35-42  

Sat.  Psalm 43:1-5  Deuteronomy 7:17-26  Titus 3:1-15  John 1:43-51 
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